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Harvard College 
 Honor Code  

Members of the Harvard College 
community commit themselves to 

producing academic work of 
integrity – that is, work that 
adheres to the scholarly and 

intellectual standards of accurate 
attribution of sources, appropriate 

collection and use of data, and 
transparent acknowledgement of 
the contribution of others to their 

ideas, discoveries, interpretations, 
and conclusions. Cheating on 

exams or problem sets, plagiarizing 
or misrepresenting the ideas or 

language of someone else as one’s 
own, falsifying data, or any other 
instance of academic dishonesty 

violates the standards of our 
community, as well as the 

standards of the wider world of 
learning and affairs.  

 

“The Honor Code is the beginning of a 

conversation about what intellectual life means 

to us, and how we understand ourselves as 

members of an intellectual community.”  

  - Nate Bernstein ‘17 

FAQs 

1. I am concerned about one of my student’s 

assignments but I don’t think it’s a very 

serious infraction. Should I still report it?  

It is important to report even minor 

infractions. When a concern is of limited 

magnitude and appears to be the result of a 

lack of understanding of a concept or 

instruction, the Honor Council may choose to 

refer the concern the matter to the course for 

a local sanction (i.e., assignment rewrite, 

mandatory tutoring, etc.), with the course’s 

permission. This allows for a pedagogical 

intervention from the course in lieu of a 

formal disciplinary response, and it also 

permits our office to keep an important 

record of the situation in the event of future 

infractions. 

2. Should I talk to the student(s) before 

submitting a concern to the Honor Council? 

This is up to you. Some faculty members 

prefer to give students notice that they will be 

reporting a matter to our office, but others 

prefer that students find out directly from us. 

In either case, our office never prejudges a 

situation. Our role is to investigate and to 

determine what has occurred.  

3. What happens to a student’s grade when he 

or she has a pending Honor Council review?  

A student’s grade in the course will remain 

pending until the conclusion of an Honor 

Council review. If a student is found 

responsible for violating the Honor Code and 

rules on academic integrity, you may adjust 

the assignment grade and course grade as you 

deem appropriate.  



 

 

How to report an academic 
integrity concern: 

If you are concerned about the 
honesty or integrity of a student’s 
work in your course, you can submit 
an initial report to OAISC in any of 
the following ways:  

 

1) Submit a report online at: 
report.honorcouncil.fas.harvard.edu  

 

2) Send an email to 
honorcouncil@fas.harvard.edu 
explaining the situation.  

 

3) Call the Secretary of the Honor 
Council Brett Flehinger at 
617-495-1736 or the Case Manager 
Liz Truitt at 617-496-7718 
 

Even if you don’t have all of the 
necessary information ready, you 

can still alert us of a potential 
academic integrity concern. We can 

start the process with students even if  
we are waiting for additional 
documents from the course. 

WHAT INFORMATION DO YOU 
NEED TO SUBMIT AN ACADEMIC 
INTEGRITY CONCERN? 

We usually use the following materials 
to begin an Honor Council review:  

 A description of the matter 
describing what you found, why it 
seems concerning, and any other 
relevant information  

 The student(s)’ work relevant to the 
situation  

 The corresponding suspected 
sources (journal articles, solution 
sets, etc.) 

 Syllabus, the assignment prompt or 
original problem set (if applicable), 
and academic integrity policy 

 Copy of the solution set (if 
applicable)  

 Any relevant email correspondence 
with student(s) or other involved 
parties 

All information can be provided 
electronically or in hard copy. Teaching 
fellows can make the report, provided 
they have approval of the course head/
instructor.  

 WHAT INFORMATION WILL 
YOU RECEIVE DURING THE 
HONOR COUNCIL REVIEW? 

After submitting an academic 
integrity concern, we will follow up 
with you to review the Honor Council 
process and anticipated timeline. 
You can expect the following points 
of contact: 

 You will be notified after we 

have met with and informed the 

student(s) of the concern.  

 You will receive a copy of the 

student’s written response to the 

matter. (This statement is 

optional but most students 

choose to write one.) 

 You will be informed of the 

outcome after the student has 

met with the Honor Council and 

a final decision has been made.  

If a student is found responsible 

for violating the Honor Code or 

the rules on academic integrity 

you may adjust the assignment/

course grade after the final 

decision.  

 
Questions? Please email 

honorcouncil@fas.harvard.edu  
or call 496-7718 or 495-1736 


